Uncontrolled epilepsy in children.
Intractable seizures in any age indicates (1) the continued presence of an unacceptable quantity of seizures despite reasonable medical and social management or (2) seizure eradication at the expense of medication toxicity. The incidence of seizures deemed unacceptable depends on their nature, the patient's life-style, physiological and social consequences of uncontrolled seizures, and the promise of surgical alleviation. The true value of surgery should increase as candidates and surgical sites can be more accurately selected, the necessary (and unnecessary) diagnostic tests better identified, and all aspects of its effects objectively evaluated in follow-up.